TISHA B’AV

 (THE 9TH OF AV)
(*Please note that this message was originally broadcast in 2001.  The date mentioned for The 9th of Av was correct for that year.  The 9th of Av begins at sundown, on July 29th , 2009.  Date changes for Holy Days occur due to the fact that Jewish people follow a lunar calendar rather than the solar (Gregorian) calendar.)


Beloved Jewish friends, peace and God’s blessings be upon you and yours!  May this program be of spiritual help to you; may it bring praise to God, the God of Israel, who said: “Return unto Me, and I will return to you.” (Malachi 3:7)

“The Hebrew Christian Witness,” which presents this program, same day same time over this superb station is neither a church nor a synagogue – neither a sect nor a lodge.  It is an independent, non-denominational, unaffiliated ministry to make known to Jewish people first the full truth of the Jewish Bible.  “The Hebrew Christian Witness” has no membership rolls, rules or dues.  It does not make any solicitations; it does not make any charge for its’ services; it has nothing to sell.  It is a friend of the nation Israel and of Jewish people wherever they may be found.  The official mailing address of “The Hebrew Christian Witness” is: Post Office Box Two, San Bernardino, 92402; phone numbers: 909-883-3910 ;  909-883-9189.


Sephardic Hebrew, the dialect of Israel, and Jewish, (Yiddish) shall be spoken in this radiocast.  The subject of this morning’s message is: Verse seventeen of chapter two of the Book of Lamentations.  Your speaker is Mike Perl.

From sundown July 27 through sundown July 28 some Jewish people will observe the ninth day of the Jewish month of Av.  This particular Holy Day is not a Biblical one, but a traditional one.  It is not a joyful one, but a doleful one.  It commemorates the destruction of both the first and second temples, where our Jewish people would assemble.  The first temple was destroyed 586 years before Christ.  The second temple was destroyed seventy years after the birth of Christ.  A lapse of almost seven hundred years – but both holy temples were destroyed on the same day of the same month – that is, on the ninth of Av!  Hence, the day is regarded as an ominous one, and sadness is the spirit in which it is to be observed.  The Book of Lamentations is read, and the service is centered around the seventeenth verse of Chapter two, which reads as follows: “Jehovah has done what He had resolved, He has accomplished His Word, which He had ordained in the days of old.  He has thrown down, and has not pitied; and He caused to rejoice over your enemy, He has raised on high the horn of your adversaries.”  End of quotation according to the Isaac Lesser Translation published by the Hebrew publishing company of New York.


Did the Lord, the God of Israel, decree the destruction of the two temples?  If so, is there an explanation why He did?  Listen to these words spoken by our Jewish prophet Jeremiah, quote: “The Lord has sent to you all His servants the prophets, but you have not hearkened…they said, O do turn away every one from His evil way, and from the wrongfulness of your doings, and you shall remain in the land that the Lord has given to you and to your fathers, from eternity to eternity.  Go not after other gods to serve them and to bow down to them.  Provoke Me not to anger with the works of your hands, and I will not injure you.  Yet have you not hearkened to me, says the Lord, in order that you might provoke Me to anger with the works of your own hands to your own injury.  Therefore thus has said the Lord of Hosts, ‘ because you have not hearkened to My Words, behold, I will send and take all the families of the North, and Nebuchadnezzar, the King of Babylon, My servant, and I will bring them over this land, and over its inhabitants, and over all these nations round about, and I will utterly destroy them and make them an astonishment, a derision, and perpetual ruins.  I will banish from them the voice of gladness, and the voice of joy, the voice of the bridegroom and the voice of the bride, the sound of the mill and the light of the lamp.  This whole land shall become a ruin and an object of astonishment: These nations shall serve the King of Babylon seventy years.” End of quotation.

Herein the One, True Living God, the God of Israel, pled with the people of Israel to turn from sin and sinning.  Then He stated that since they would not do so, He would raise up the king of Babylon and his army, and through them would lay Jerusalem in ruins.  Thus it came to pass within a few years in the year five hundred and 
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eighty six before the birth of Christ, on the 9th day of Av, that the forces of King Nebuchadnezzar besieged the holy city, destroyed the first holy temple by fire, and took our people as captives to Babylon!

In view of the fact that our Jewish Holy Bible shows that our God informed our people of this tragedy before it actually took place, how strong ought to be our belief  that our Jewish bible is the very Word of the God of Israel!  The Lord also said through our Jewish prophet Jeremiah, that this captivity in Babylon would last seventy years.  History confirms the fact that at the end of seventy years exactly our people were released to return to Jerusalem to rebuild the temple!


The Lord God of Israel, further fulfilled His Word in regard to the restored, or second holy temple.  This is what He said through our Jewish prophet Daniel, in the ninth chapter of His writings, quote: “Know therefore and understand that from the going forth of the commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem to the Messiah the Prince shall be seven weeks, and threescore and two weeks.  The street shall be built again and the wall even in troublous times.  After threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off but not for Himself, and the people of the prince that shall come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary.  The end thereof shall be with a flood and to the end wars and desolations are determined.”  End of quotation.


Through our Jewish prophets Ezra and Nehemiah, we learn that Jerusalem, and the sanctuary were rebuilt in troublous times, and temple worship was restored.  From secular history we learn that this second temple was destroyed on the 9th day of Av in the year 70, also by fire!

In view of the fact that our Jewish Bible, shows that our God, informed our people, that our sanctuary would be destroyed even long before the event occurred, how easy it ought to be for us to believe that our Jewish Bible, is the very Word of the God of Israel!  So it is that “the Lord Jehovah has done that which He had devised; He has fulfilled the Word that he had commanded in the days of old.”


In regard to the prophecy of Daniel, it is to be noticed that Daniel stated that before the city of Jerusalem and the sanctuary in it would be destroyed, the Messiah would appear!  Since His prophecy was literally fulfilled in respect to the city and sanctuary being destroyed, could it be possible that the Messiah did not come?  No, it is for us to recognize that the Messiah, our Jewish Messiah, did appear!  In literal accordance with Daniel’s prophecy, our Jewish Messiah came and was cut off!  He appeared while the second sanctuary was standing!  He was slain before it fell!  If He had not come then, He could not come now for our Jewish Bible makes it perfectly plain that our Jewish Messiah must appear before  the destruction of the second sanctuary.  Our Messiah has come!  Who is He?  He is Jesus the Nazarene!!  He came and even taught and preached in the second sanctuary when He died voluntarily on a Roman cross.  Not only was Daniel’s prophecy of the death of the Messiah literally fulfilled, but also other prophecies by other of our Jewish prophets were literally fulfilled!  Isaiah the prophet, said that our Messiah would die!  David the prophet, declared that our Messiah would die and would rise from the grave in which He would be buried!  Jesus the prophet, declaring Himself to be the Messiah of Israel, prophesied that He would be cut off, and that He would rise from the grave on the third day!  He was cut off!  He was buried for three days in a sealed tomb!  He did rise on the third day!  Later He was seen to ascend into Heaven.  There the Holy Bible states, He awaits the scheduled time for His reappearance when He shall restore the sanctuary (temple) and the Kingdom of Israel with Jerusalem as its’ capital!

Jesus the Nazarene, committed no wrong – not a single sin – that He should have been slain!  He died in accordance with the pre-determined, prophesied plan of God!  He died as a voluntary blood sacrifice for human kind!  If our Messiah were to manifest Himself now for the first time, He would have to be a sacrifice for us because our Jewish Bible reveals that our Jewish Messiah, must  pour out His sinless life’s blood to death that our sins might not separate us eternally from God!  This Jesus the Messiah, sacrificed Himself when He came the first time!

The portion of the Bible known as the holy New Testament, the writings of Jewish holy men inspired by the Holy Spirit, puts it this way, quote: “The wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus the Messiah, our Lord.” End of quotation.  Eternal life in the presence of God is a gift, it is obtainable only through Jesus the Jewish Messiah!  If you reject Jesus, you remain without a sacrifice, korban, for your sins.  If you reject 
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      Jesus, you cut yourself off from God who alone can forgive you your sins and give you the gift of eternal life!  If you think that you can get into heaven without a sacrifice, you are wrong!  If you think that you can get into heaven without the sacrifice of Jesus the Messiah, you are wrong! If you think that you can get into heaven without the blood of Jesus that was shed for the forgiveness of sins for all mankind, you are wrong!  The Word of God declares, quote: “He that believes in Him (Jesus) is not condemned, but he that believes not is condemned already.”  End of quotation.  Your choice determines your eternal destination!  If you choose not to believe in Jesus, you choose condemnation and you will suffer the torments (pains) of hell forever!  If you choose to believe in Jesus, you choose salvation and you will enjoy the pleasures of heaven forever!  If you choose Jesus, this day will not be a day of mourning for you, but rather a day of gladness (rejoicing)!  You personally will become a living temple!  God in the person of Jesus will enter your heart and set up His tabernacle within you!

Indeed has God, the God of Israel, accomplished His Word:  God, the God of Israel, took upon Himself the form of man in the person of Jesus the Messiah.  When God-Jesus the Messiah, gave Himself as a sacrifice for us, the Word of God in regard to the salvation of man in accordance with our holy Jewish Bible, Old Testament and New Testament, was fully accomplished!  If you seek to be saved from condemnation by God in some way other than by believing with your heart in Jesus, you are stating that God, our God, the God of Israel, has not accomplished His Word in regard to your personal salvation!  Change your mind, and choose Jesus, the only Savior of us Jewish People, the only living Savior-God!  Your personal salvation can be a certainty!  Call unto Jesus in this very moment that you might know that His Word, the Word of God, has been accomplished for your personal salvation!  Do so right now, please!
